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Frederick American Little League
Local Rules (By-Laws)
2025-2026 Season

UNIFORMS AND LOGO

Retired Number
The #10 has been officially retired from circulation in honor of former player Dustin Muse.  At no point will the #10 be used on uniforms during the remaining history of FALL.

League Colors
The primary colors for Frederick American are Red White and Blue.  League wear and associated tchotchke’s will follow the color guidelines at all times.  Team uniform colors are based on sponsor requests.  If sponsor has no preference, then the league will decide the color with focus on our primary pallet of colors.

Logo
The Frederick American logo is the property of the league and will not be used or duplicated without approval from the Board of Directors of Frederick American Little League.  


PLAYER EXPECTATIONS

Players and coaches will wear FALL attire during practices and games.  Players will not wear the shirts of any other youth baseball organization except for Little League World Series teams.  Shirts from other leagues or other travel ball organizations are not permitted.  If a player wears such shirt it should be turned inside out as we are not promoting other organizations.  Game uniforms must be tucked in and matching hats and socks are required.

[bookmark: _Hlk156834101]Any player who is out of the lineup for more than one week (continuous 7 day period) is subject to being removed from his/her team by action of the board of directors. Managers must make the player agent aware if any player misses two or more consecutive games for any reason. When a player is removed from a team during the season, the Board of Directors will have sole authority for determining the replacement player.  If the player is removed in the off-season, the Board may realign the draft order as a result of the removal of the player.


DIVISION ALIGNMENT

· Tee Ball:  ages 4-6
· Coach Pitch Baseball: 7 and 8 years old  (6 year olds can play if they have 1 year of Tee ball experience)
· Kid Pitch Minors Baseball: 8 through 12 years old, 12 year olds need a waiver 
· Kid Pitch Majors Baseball: 9 through 12 years old 
· 50/70 Intermediate for ages 11-13
· Juniors / Seniors for ages 13-16


PLAYER EVALUATIONS

Players 8 through 12 must try out if they did not get added to the roster of a majors team in the previous spring season.  Players of league age 8 are not eligible for the Major Leagues but may be placed in the minor leagues, kid pitch.  Players of league age 8 that do not tryout may be assigned to coach pitch.


DRAFT METHOD

The Draft Method for the Majors will be the same as Plan A - Method for Existing Leagues in the current Little League Baseball Operating Manual. (Note: The first team to draft is the team finishing in last place the previous regular season.  The last team to draft in each round is the team finishing the regular season in first place.  This procedure will be followed for “regular” drafts and “supplemental” drafts, should one be necessary.  The procedure for expansion drafts is to let each new team select the number of players equal to the team with the highest number of returning players before the established teams begin to participate in the selecting of players on a rotating basis.  Because of rule changes at the international levels it is required that all 12 year olds be selected in the draft.  At no time should a team have on it’s roster 8 players of the same age group. 

The Draft Method for Minors will be determined by the Board of Directors after the player evaluations are completed.  The options are a rotating draft or drafting players of similar skills and experiences on to the same team.  Parent feedback has been to keep similar skilled players together but the final decision on this draft process will be determined by the League President and Board of Directors.  







POST SEASON BANQUET

Dustin Muse Sportsmanship Award
At the end of each season a player from the league who best represents the character, leadership, and courage that Dustin Muse displayed while a member of the league will be selected by the league president.  The Muse / Meehan family in conjunction with the League President will review the nominations and select the winner of that seasons Dustin Muse Sportsmanship Award.  

Player Recognition
At the post-season banquet all players, coaches, sponsors, and volunteers are recognized.  All families are encouraged to attend and celebrate as awards are distributed to those in attendance.

GENERAL RULES AND GUIDELINES

Schedules (All Divisions)
The number of events that can occur during a school week is three nights per week (Sunday through Thursday).  Practice schedules are determined by the team manager in consult with the league President.  Game schedules are made by the district in consult with the league President.  Once schedules are published any changes need to be made between the managers and communicated to the league President,  

Schedules (Majors)
The Major League season will be played straight through the schedule with the final record determining the seedings for the FALL post season tournament.   The post season tournament will be determined based on the number of teams in the majors.  With 2 teams a 2 out of 3 tournament is to be played.  With a division of more than 2 teams a single elimination tournament will be completed to determine the league championship.  Brackets used are the ones established in the Little League Operating Manual.

Tie Breaker Process
Two Teams Tied
If two teams are tied with an identical record at the end of the season the winner will be the team that has the best head-to-head record. Otherwise, there will be a one game playoff to determine the final standing.  
Three Teams Tied 
If there are three tied teams   at the end of the regular season then head to head competition will dictate final standings.  
Note: Home team is always determined by a coin flip in tie-breaking situations.







Coaches
The number of adults allowed to serve as base coaches is two with one manager.  These are the only adults permitted in the dugout area and an approved background check is required.  Scorekeepers and other adults are not permitted in the dugout.

Only approved managers and coaches are allowed on the field in all divisions.  No additional adult helpers are permitted on the field, only the approved pre-defined staff are permitted.  All volunteer helpers must have a completed background check and fulfilled all Little League requirements of a volunteer before helping in any capacity.

Pool Players
A manager / coach is not permitted under any circumstances to invite players from a different division or a different team to “fill-in” for a missing player.  There is a pool player process that is used by the Board of Directors, to handle these situations.  Pool players must meet all eligibility requirements and be approved by the Board before playing on any other teams.

Umpires
All managers, coaches and umpires will attend an umpire clinic sponsored by the District Administrator, Little League Baseball, Incorporated, or FALL prior to the start of the season.  It is expected that all managers and assistant coaches will umpire games for other divisions in the league.  When schedules are finalized umpire assignments will be made by the leadership team.  The vice president of each division or league President is responsible for giving information on clinics to the managers and coaches.  The umpire-in-chief is responsible for giving information to the umpires.
The head umpire shall have authority for halting games when in said umpires judgment, weather, darkness or similar conditions make immediate further play impossible or unsafe. 
Rules for Minors / Coach Pitch and Tee Ball ONLY
There is a 60-minute time limit on tee ball games (managers can agree to play longer)
There is a 90-minute time limit on Minor League Coach Pitch games 
There is a 2-hour time limit on Minor League Kid Pitch games.  
The side is out in Tee Ball and Minor League Coach Pitch when three outs are made or the offensive team bats through its entire roster in its half-inning.
Issues with rules must be resolved before the next play in Minor League Kid and Coach Pitch.  Protests are not allowed.


POST SEASON TOURNAMENTS

Tournament Options:  Majors
Frederick American Little League (FALL) sends a Major League Division regular season team to compete in one of two local tournaments, the Dave Fogle Tournament and the Tournament of Champions.  The team that wins the League Championship will represent FALL at the TOC.  The second-place team will compete in the Dave Fogle Tournament.  All decisions are approved by the board and are impacted by player availability.  Should there only be one team at the majors level in a season it was decided by Frederick National in 2021 that we were not permitted to participate in their Dave Fogle tournament.  

District Tournaments include 10-12, 9-11, and 8-10 ages (All Stars)

Tournament Options:  Minors and Coach Pitch
Minors City Tournament (Regular Season)
District Tournaments include 9-11 and 8-10 ages (All Stars)
Minors Invitational (All Stars)

ALL STARS

Player Selection
Players will be selected to each all-star team via tryouts.  Tryouts will be completed and players selected based on availability and performance ranking during the tryout.  The Board of Directors will decide the priority of the all-star teams based on the tryout participation numbers and availability of players.  The manager and assistant coaches of the teams will be based on availability and approval by the Board of Directors.  We will follow all guidelines provided by Little League in regards to player eligibility.

GENERAL GROUND RULES FOR HOME GAMES
Home Team dugout is on the third-base side of the field. 
Any music played before, during, or as walk-up songs must be approved by the BOD to avoid inappropriate or suggestive lyrics from being played.
Field Condition: If the two managers cannot agree on the fitness of the field for play, the scheduled (or replacement) head umpire will have the sole authority to determine field fitness for play. Rainouts will be made up on the first available time slot on the field availability schedule
Home Team shall have the field from 50 to 30 minutes prior to game time.
Visiting Team shall have the field from 30 to 10 minutes prior to game time.
Visiting Team shall have the batting cage from 50 to 30 minutes prior to game time.
Home Team shall have the batting cage from 30 to 10 minutes prior to game time.
No spectators or players will be allowed to stand immediately alongside the dugout area.
All trash must be removed from dugouts after games. The manager is responsible for this. 




The following outlines the responsibilities of both Home and Visiting teams:  
	HOME TEAM
	VISITING TEAM

	Rake Infield before and after games
	Announcing Booth when appropriate(*)

	Line baselines/batters box
	Electronic Scoreboard

	Official Scorebook (**)
	Assist with field prep and shut down

	Provides 2 game balls (provided by the league)
	Close field down including lock up and tarping

	
	







The above guidelines have been reviewed and approved by the 2024-2025 Board of Directors.


Rick Wilson 
League President

November 12, 2025
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